ST.   PETERSBURG

At the time of the Italian war I still believed in the
possibility of influencing the discussions at Berlin, while
in the position of an ambassador at St. Petersburg, as
I had tried with varying results to do when I was at
Frankfort. I had not realised that the extraordinary ex-
ertions which I had imposed upon myself in my dispatches
with this end in view must be absolutely fruitless, because
my direct reports and my communications made in auto-
graph letters reached the Regent either not at all or
else accompanied by comments which prevented them
from making any impression. The only result of my la-
bours, besides a complication of the disease which medical                             *
poisoning had induced in me, was that suspicion was cast
on the accuracy of my reports as to the inclinations of the
Emperor, in consequence of which Count Munster, for-
merly Military Plenipotentiary at St. Petersburg, was sent
there to keep control over me. I was in a position to
prove to this supervisor, who was a friend of mine, that
my communications were based upon a view of the auto-
graph remarks made by the Emperor on the margin of
the reports of Russian diplomatists which Gortchakoff
had shown me, and also on verbal communications made
by personal friends in the cabinet and at court. The
Emperor's autograph marginal notes had perhaps been
communicated to me by a calculated indiscretion in order
that their contents should reach Berlin in this less vexa-
tious manner.

These and other modes by which I was made acquaint-
ed with specially important communications are character-
istic of the political game of chess as it was played in
those days. A gentleman, who on one of these occasions
made a confidential communication to me, turned round as
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